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Borderline
A true story of courage and justice
Jayson Woodward

The Heart Remembers
A memoir of growth through grief
Jayson Woodward

The haunting wilderness of the Chihuahuan Desert provided the perfect 
backdrop for a desperate man in Texas illegally to strike terror into the 
heart of a single mother living alone in Terlingua. Jayson documents her 
efforts to stay alive over the fourteen tortuous hours, show the incredible 
strength of a woman determined to outwit her captor and live long enough 
to tell the story.

The heartbreaking events of that night and the following saga that 
led to the capture and trial of Refugio Gardea Gonzalez became a 
controversial international border incident. With courageous audacity, 
these events are finally shared in Borderline by the woman who was dead 
center of this unprecedented story.

Written with gripping intensity, this is a tale that will move you, shake you, 
and leave you wanting to know more about the extraordinary Texas spirit.

The Heart Remembers chronicles a widow’s journey as she comes to terms with 
her husband’s untimely death. Beginning with the first signs of illness and 
continuing through the unexpected events that led to her husband’s death, 
Jayson Woodward shares the process of grief and provides insight into the 
emotions, actions and thoughts one might experience in similar circumstances.

Many have faced the death of a spouse, an experience detailed in this both 
heartbreaking and uplifting narrative, and still many more will live through 
similar heartbreak. It presents a candid and personal view of a situation that is 
impossible to prepare for, and lends the information that may alleviate some of 
the pain and loneliness inherent in such an occurrence.

The Heart Remembers offers a glimpse into one woman’s efforts to turn 
tragedy into enlightenment, confusion into understanding, and shows that 
hope exists in all things…even death.
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